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was given by Dr. Broadbent and responded to by Admiral
Inglefield. Dr. Dickinson, Senior Censor, proposed ’’ Her
Majesty’s Judges," which was acknowledged by Mr. Justice
Denman. "The Universities" was proposed by Sir Dyce
Duckworth, Treasurer of the College, and acknowledged by
the Provost of Trinity College, Dublin. The toast of
"Literature and Art" was given by Dr. Russell Reynolds
and responded to by Mr. Lecky ; that of Science " by
Dr. Pye-Smith, to which Sir A. Geikie replied. " The Health
of the Harveian Orator" was proposed by Dr. W. Ogle and
responded to by Dr. Bridges. The company did not separate
until a late hour.

COMBINATION OF MEDICAL MEN TO SECURE
PROPER PAYMENT.

COMBINATION seems the order of the day and medical men
seem to be catching the infection of it. They have been so
long-suffering and patient under a tacit system of non-pay-
ment or under-payment by the public that it has come about
that while everybody is paid they are left unpaid or are
paid last. As we announced in our last issue, the pro-
fession in Coatbridge have determined in justice to them-
selves and all honest people to frame a minimum scale of

charges and to issue quarterly a black list of defaulters, or of
those who evade the payment of medical debts by the mean
system of going from one doctor to another. It is a pity that
such means should be necessary. But we are not disposed
any longer to blame an honourable profession, confessedly
treated very badly. A local paper, commenting on such a
state of matters, traces it finally to certain members of the
profession who undersell their brethren and demoralise the
public. There is some truth in this, and delinquent members
of the profession will only have themselves to blame if they
are defined and discountenanced. Such a procedure will
have no terrors for honourable men in practice, nor for the
honest poor, who do what they can to meet the modest

charges of their best friend, the faithful medical man, who is
at their service by night or day.

REMARKABLE RECOVERY FROM CHLOROFORM
BY SUSPENSION AND INFLATION.

A VERY remarkable recovery from apparent death from 
chloroform is related by Dr. Prince in the New York Medical i
Record of Sept. 17th. Chloroform was administered to a

gentleman who had a cardiac bruit for the purpose of opening
an abscess of the mastoid cells. Just at the beginning of the
operation it was found that both respiration and the action
of the heart had ceased. The ’order of these events was not

ascertained, but it was thought that the heart was the first
to cease. "No time was lost in temporising, " but resort

was at once had to the inverted position, the patient being
suspended by the flexed knees from the shoulders of
Dr. Prince, who trotted round the operation-room with his
burden so long as his strength lasted. He then stood still and
the assistant practised the Silvester method, the body still
inverted and suspended from Dr. Prince’s shoulders. There

was no response. The patient was again placed on the table,
to all appearance dead. No time was lost, and the patient was
now suspended from the assistant’s shoulders and trotted
round the room for about one minute. Then Dr. Prince
remembered the account of the resuscitation of an infant

by blowing directly into the mouth. He stopped, knelt
down, put his mouth to the patient’s, and drove air from
his own lungs into those of the patient. "The chest

expanded, the diaphragm, with the weight of the intestines,
was raised," and Dr. Prince does not doubt that the flaccid
heart was emptied of its blood. After auscultation, in which
no sound was heard, artificial expansion of the lungs was
resumed, expirations being effected by the elasticity of the
chest. This was continued for about three minutes, when

the persevering operators had the gratification of seeing the
colour of the lips improve. Another interval for ausculta-
tion was allowed, but no sound of natural respiration or
pulsation could be detected. Inflation was again resumed
and continued for about two minutes, when the gratifica-
tion was experienced of hearing the first natural effort at

respiration. After a short time the operation was finished
under ether. Dr. Prince adds : "This is the sixth case

of suspended functions which did not respond to either the
Marshall Hall or Silvester method, the first five of which

recovered under suspension treatment. Without this all

would have been lost. The foregoing is the only one that
did not respond to the suspension method, and I am under
unutterable obligation to Dr. Forest for paving the way to
the direct inflation in the inverted position. " Both gentlemen
are to be congratulated on the result.

ERRORS OF DIAGNOSIS.

WE carefully abstained from accepting the accuracy of the
Chairman of the Sanitary Committee of the Town Council of
Leicester as to the "ignorance and intolerable carelessness "
of notification work in Leicester, contenting ourselves with
the remark that the charge was one for the medical men to
note. We are glad to see that our remark has had the proper
effect of stimulating at least one reply in the public papers
where the charges appeared. We are alive to the difficulties
of diagnosis, and persuaded that errors cannot always be
avoided ; but there is need for much consideration on the

part of the sanitary authority before bringing wholesale
charges of ignorance and intolerable carelessness. The

following paragraph from a letter signed "Medicus" in the
Leicester Daily Post suggests that the sanitary authority itself
makes great mistakes, which should make it a little kinder in
its estimate of human error : ’’ With your permission, sir,
and through your columns, I will ask the sanitary committee
to answer the following questions : (1) Whether an infant
fifteen months old was sent into the Fever Hospital some
three weeks ago-having been certified as suffering from
scarlet fever-and was sent out in three days-back home-
with an intimation that it was measles from which it was

suffering ? (2) Whether within fourteen days there was
another case of scarlet fever in the same house from which
this infant was sent ? And (3) Whether, when the sanitary
authority observed its error, both children were admitted-
the infant readmitted, that is in a state of peeling, together
with the other child to whom it had given the disease ? "

THE QUEEN’S VISIT TO FLORENCE.
A FLORENTINE correspondent writes : - " ’Queen’s

Weather’ in the City of Flowers’ is what the residents
here are promising themselves from Her Majesty’s pro-
jected visit to Florence-a visit now placed in the

category of ’fixtures’ by the presence of the Royal courier
in the city, where that emissary has been in treaty
with the proprietors of several patrician villas in the

suburbs, on one or other of which Her Majesty’s choice is
expected to fall. Four, or more nearly five, years ago-in
the March of 1888-the Queen spent some weeks in the Villa
Palmieri, in order, it was said, to combine with her vernal

villeggiatura a visit to the scenes hallowed byearly associa-
tions. Nothing could have been more gratifying, from every
point of view, than Her Majesty’s sojourn. The Tuscans, and
indeed the Italian people generally, were most favourably
impressed by the deep and intelligent interest taken in their
past and present by the Queen-Empress, and Her Majesty
in turn lost no opportunity of signifying, in the most

gracious manner possible, her appreciation of all that

Florence has to show of natural, artistic and historic

attractiveness. Even the weather, which for eight weeks


